
ssss 

Kim Noyes, 
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Kelly Lane,              

Assistant Principal 

1860 S. Chelton Rd.  
Colorado Springs, CO 

80910 

(719) 579-2155/56 
Fax (719) 538-1383 

School Hours: 
Monday                    

9:45 AM - 3:15 PM 
Tuesday - Friday     
8:00 AM - 3:15 PM 

Important Dates: 
Feb 03 - 4th Grade 

Musical  
Feb 11 - Progress  

Reports &        
Friendship Parties 

Feb 17 - Skate City 
(Transportation is    

NOT provided) 

Feb 21 - Feb 25      
NO SCHOOL          

(See calendar) 
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Centennial      
Elementary 

School 

Principal’s Corner 
Dear Centennial Families,  

Happy February! Time flies when you are having fun, and it is so hard to believe 
we are well into 3rd quarter this year! We have had a wonderful return to school, 
and we enjoyed having 2nd Quarter Awards Virtually. Congratulations to all      
students who received awards, we are proud of you! Thank you to those who 
were able to attend and help celebrate our students success!  
 
ACCESS Testing is underway! This is a year Colorado state assessment that is  
administered to all K-12 students who are working on acquiring English as a second 
language. This assessments provides valuable data to help track these students 
progression towards being fully proficient in English. We are cheering for our CLDE 
students to do their very best as they have been completing these assessments 
this past week and into the month of February if needed. 

We also want to thank families who responded to our recent survey from the 
Fall. There will be a survey highlights page posted on our website this month so 
that you can see some items we want to highlight and also a few areas we will be 
focusing on this semester. It was exciting to have these results from families 
and also be able to compare these to the responses of students and staff. 
Thank you for giving us your feedback. We appreciate your engagement and also 
recognitions. 
 
We want to express our appreciation to everyone for helping us implement      
effective mitigation efforts during COVID. Staff, students, and families have all 
been supportive and helped us ensure we are taking these precautions seriously. 
Together, we can accomplish so much and also ensure we are doing our very best 
to maintain a healthy learning environment. 

We are very fortunate that we received an amazing grant through Catamount 
Institute. We are looking forward to having on site fieldtrips provided for 3 grade 
levels as a result of this grant. These hands on, engaging activities will give       
students the opportunity to participate in outdoor science education. Thank you 
to Beth, Chris, and everyone at Catamount for making this possible! 
 
Achievement NOW! 

Mrs. Noyes           Mr. Lane 

    February 2022 
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Kindergarten News 
How can it already be January? This school year is    
flying by! If you think we have been busy learning, just 
wait until you see what we will be doing for the rest of 
the year! This month we will continue to work on our 
reading skills. We would like to ask that you encourage 
your student to read at home, and when you are out 
as much as you can. We love that they are “seeing” 
sight words everywhere! As you are reading at home, 
encourage them to tell you who the characters are, 
what the setting is, as well as the problem in the story, 
and the solution. Books have so much information! In 
January, we will be working on adding details to our 
writing! A detail tells us more about the writing. An    
example would be if your student is writing about ice 
cream, two details would be about the flavor and 
taste. As much writing as you can encourage at home, 
that would be great. In math, finds us working on writing and recognizing numbers 11-20 as well 
as reviewing skills that we have learned. 

Please make sure that you send your child with a jacket. (To help with keeping track of coats, 
write the students name in them—first and/or last). We have also noticed that many of our 
friends do not know how to tie their shoes and zip their coats. Please continue to work with 
them on these important life skills! 
 

First Grade News 
It’s hard to believe we are already halfway through the school year! We completed our middle 
of the year testing and students are really growing in reading and math. This month, we are 
looking forward to the in-school field trip that is being provided by the Catamount Institute. 
Please make sure you have turned in your student’s waiver. 

In reading we are learning all about sneaky “e” and words that have long vowel sounds. We are 
continuing to focus on reading fluently. To increase fluency, we are reading short passages daily. 
These passages are mostly composed of sight words. Please look for these passages in your 
student’s folder and practice with your student at home. 

 
In math we are working on place value and 
understanding that two-digit numbers     
represent tens and ones. Please continue to 
work with your student on single digit       
addition and subtraction to help grow their 
foundation. It is important that they work 
towards knowing basic fact families as we 
move towards more complex addition and 
subtraction. 
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Second Grade News  
This month in math we are finishing up Module 
5, which improves skills with addition and      
subtraction within 1,000 and word problems to 
100. We will then begin Module 6, which lays the 
foundation for multiplication and division.     
Students will learn all about equal groups,      
arrays, repeated addition, and even/odd     
numbers. Module 6 is so fun!     

It has been another busy month of reading!   
In phonics, we are learning about silent letter 
teams including gn, mb, sc, kn and wr. We have 
also been working hard to segment and blend CVC and CVCe words with accuracy. We practice 
grade level fluency texts each day to help improve the speed and accuracy of our reading. During 
comprehension, we are comparing and contrasting different cultures and traditions around the 
world. Each day, we continue to practice our sight words. We are improving every day! 

Writing is hard work! Our students are trying to put that hard work into practice. Students are 
going through the entire writing process from analyzing the prompt to writing a final draft. When 
students analyze the prompt, they are trying to figure out the topic and what they are        
supposed to write about. Then brainstorming of ideas from the text happens. The students are 
making sure that their ideas/evidence from the text supports the topic they identified in the 
prompt. Then they are putting their ideas together in a plan. I find it helpful if students talk 
through what they are going to write because we should write like we talk most of the time. We 
will continue the same process throughout the rest of the year to ensure the students become 
more comfortable with writing and the process, as well as answering a writing prompt. 
 

Third Grade News 
Hello third grade families!  Here we are, in awe yet again at the speed this year is whizzing by! 
We’ve jumped head first into third quarter with some exciting and challenging material. We, as 
teachers, are thrilled that everybody came back from break ready to learn. 
 
In reading we’ve started a unit called “Coming to America,” which is all about the rich history of 
immigration in America. Ms. Abowitz, our reading teacher has compiled a brilliant mix of literature 

on the subject in addition to the curriculum, including 
wonderful works by the author Allen Say. The          
appreciation of diverse culture is also going to be a   
primary focus in writing. 
 
In math we’re just finishing up fractions by comparing 
fractions on a number line. Our students are doing 
wonderfully with fractions, especially since it is     
something that many adults struggle with! After   
fractions we’re going to tackle graphing and data    
collection. This is a complex unit with many real-world 
applications. 

- Continued on next page 
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Third Grade News (Continued from previous page)  
In all subjects, we’re going to begin some prepping for state tests. Third grade is the first year 
the students take the CMAS tests in the spring, which is a challenging and rigorous test. We’ll be 
spending some time exposing the students to tests that are on a platform similar to the tests 
they will be taking at the end of the year. One great thing to help the students prepare at 
home is to have them practice their typing skills as the tests are digital. There are a number of 
good typing games online. 

As always if you ever have a question or concern please reach out to us! We’re here to support 
every student to the best of our abilities! Enjoy the winter, and be proud of the success of 
your third-grader! 

 
Fourth Grade News 
It’s finally starting to feel like winter! This month in Fourth 
Grade we are working on perfecting some math and ELA skills. 
In reading, students are learning about perspective and how to      
determine whether opinions are biased or unbiased. During     
writing, students are grasping the concept of opinions and    
writing letters about topics they are passionate about. In 
math, students continue to work on and add complexity to 
fractions!  

 
Fifth Grade News 
3rd Quarter is under way! In reading, students are beginning their cross curricular collaboration 
in history by studying World War Two and how the war impacted both soldiers and civilians. We 
have studied the life of Anne Frank, and the impact writing can have on our world. We have    
begun our new novel, Number the Stars by Lois Lowry which I predict will be many student's 
favorite novel of the year based on how interested they are in this topic. We are also beginning 
to prepare students for end of the year testing by revisiting skills that are essential for them 
to be successful in testing and middle school alike.  
 

In the month of February, students will continue working on    
Module 4, multiplying and dividing fractions and decimals. Students 
will then be moving onto Module 5 which focuses on the volume 
and area. To help students be more successful, students should 
be working on their multiplication and division fluency. We will also 
begin getting ready for our end of the year testing in April!    
Students will be reviewing and practicing skills they have already 
learned this year to prepare them. 
 
It is hard to believe we are more than halfway through the 
school year! In writing, our 5th grade students have done an 
amazing job transitioning from expository to narrative writing. 
Students recall a lot of the information that they saw as a     
refresher at the beginning of the school year and they are       

implementing it quite well in their narrative writing. We are also working on filling in plot charts, 
comprehending what rising and falling action and identifying the climax.  We look forward to    
seeing you for Parent-teacher conferences this month!  
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Special Education News 
We hit the ground running after Winter Break and it is already February! It is the second        
semester and there is a whole lot of new learning going on in Special Education. We are all learning 
in our own special way and the progress is extraordinary! Math, reading, writing, communicating,       

regulating, and building relationships; you name 
it, we are learning and practicing! The weather 
seems extra out of the ordinary this year. 
Please send your student in layers to            
accommodate for the weather extremes we 
may experience in any given day. Maintaining 
routines at home is very important and it 
helps your students do their best at school. 
Please read with your students every night as 
it helps them become better readers. We want 
to thank you all for being part of your       
student’s team! You provide valuable support 
each day. It feels like May is just around the 
corner! Look out!  

 

Physical Education News 
Kindergarteners are going to learn the characteristics of 
being a good leader and follower. They will participate in 
chase and flee activities. 

1st graders are going to learn the cues for tossing          
underhand and throwing overhand. They will use these skills 
to compete in a variety of games and activities. 

2nd and 3rd graders will use implements safely to strike  
different objects. They will learn the cues for throwing and 
catching, and apply them in a game situation. 

4th and 5th graders will volley, kick, strike, throw and catch 
a variety of objects. They will focus on improving their   
accuracy and force while throwing and kicking. They will also 
assess their peers and provide feedback as they complete 
different skills. 
 

 
Music News 
Hey Panther families! This month we have a lot to look 
forward to, including the 4th Grade Concert! This concert 
will be happening on February 3rd after school. These  
students will be performing rhythmic songs on drums 
and shakers, as well as a special  Melodic Quintet. Besides 
this, all students will be learning about what a melody is 
and how to identify different parts to a melody in music!  
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Art News 
In the Art room we are beginning a new unit. We are also all going to learn about 4 new artists; 
Keith Haring, Georgia O’Keefe, Faith Ringgold and Jean-Michel Basquiat. Two of them were friends  
during their lives, one of them is still alive and   creating and one collected bones! 

Kindergarteners will learn about how art can be the same and different. We will begin the unit by 
reading the book, If Picasso Painted a Snowman by Amy & Greg 
Newbold. Snowman art is on our agenda. 

1st graders will learn about how art can tell a  story. Our first 
story will be, The Mitten, written and illustrated by Jan Brett. Is 
a mitten an animal habitat? We are going to each create our 
very own story about our very own mitten. 

2nd graders will learn about the artist Keith Haring and his   
Dancing Figures. Keith Haring liked to make community art and 
make art available to everyone. Our unit focus is about        
community and public art, so he is a perfect artist to get to 
know. 

3rd graders will spend the first day or two finishing up our winter landscapes by creating a 
background of Northern Lights while learning all about how they happen. Then we will move on to 
comparing and contrasting abstract and realistic art and more 2Dimensional and 3Dimensional 
works of art. Actually, our winter landscapes include work we made that is 3D and 2D. 

4th graders will also be finishing up work we have already started. We have learned a lot about 
landscapes and cityscapes. We will finish our James Rizzi inspired buildings and put them together 
in a class collaboration cityscape. Ask your 4th grader if James Rizzi created realistic or       
abstract art! 

5th graders will begin a unit focused on comparing and contrasting portraits across time and 
styles. We will begin by learning about Jean-Michel Basquit and his abstract portraits. We will talk 
about different mediums (what is THAT?) and styles as we dive into portraits. And mediums. 

I’m excited about all the art and conversations we will be having in the art room this coming 
year. If any of you adults have an artist or art you would like us to research and be inspired 
by, please let me know! We will do our best!!  
 

Library/Media Center News 
Centennial Panthers have been learning about the importance of 
proper toothbrushing and handwashing. Good personal hygiene is   
important not only for your child but for the entire family as 
well. The microbes, such as fungi, viruses, and bacteria (aka 
germs) your child picks up at school can easily spread to the 
rest of the family. These healthy habits picked up at a young 
age go a long way and stay with a person throughout their life. 
Therefore, it is important to build the right set of hygiene habits 
while at school, for a good and healthy life ahead.   

This month, students will perform “germ” experiments to give them a “hands on” understanding 
of the world of germs around us. Kindergarten and 1st grade students will conduct simple      
experiments using household items. If your child is in grade 2-5, please be sure to read, sign and 
return the permission slip to their teacher, which will allow your child to use non-toxic Germ Glo 
and Plaque Disclosing Tablets for our experiments.  



 

 

 

 

Health and Wellness Challenge   
Vitamin C helps your body fight off infections. If you get a cold, for instance, vitamin C can help 
shorten the amount of time you are sick.  
 
The vitamin is important for keeping body tissues, such as gums, bones, and blood vessels in good 
shape. Vitamin C is key if you get a cut because it helps you heal. It also helps the body absorb iron 
from food. Kids need iron to prevent anemia.  
 
Which foods are rich in vitamin C?  
 
• citrus fruits, like oranges  
• cantaloupe  
• strawberries     
• tomatoes       
• broccoli  
• cabbage  
• kiwi fruit  
• sweet red peppers  
 

Send in pictures of yourself or your family completing the challenge. Bonus points if you try  
something new. You can email them to kdurham@hsd2.org. Students that participate in the      
challenge will be entered to win a prize. We are excited to see what food items you choose to eat.    

 

Sun Mon Tue 
A Day 

Wed 
B Day 

Thu 
C Day 

Fri 
D Day 

Sat 

  1 2 3 
4th Grade      

Musical @ 5:00 

4 5 

6 7 8 9 

 

10 11 
Progress Reports 

& Friendship 

Parties 

12 

13 14 15 16 17 
Skate City 

(Transportation 

is NOT provided) 

18 19 

20 21  
NO SCHOOL 

President’s Day 

 

22 
NO SCHOOL 

Teacher      

Workday 

23 
NO SCHOOL 

Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

24 
NO SCHOOL 

Professional 

Development 

25  
NO SCHOOL 

District Closed 

26 

27 28      

mailto:kdurham@hsd2.org


 

District Corner News 
• Title IX is a federal civil rights law that prohibits discrimination based on sexual gender in   

educational programs and activities.  Public schools receiving federal funds must comply with 
Title IX.  All students and staff are protected by Title IX legislation.  HSD2 has a              
representative for Title IX concerns:  

Pamela Aragon  
Director of Human Capital  
1060 Harrison Road  
Colorado Springs, CO 80905  
(719) 579-2023 office   

• The School Choice and Open Enrollment Window is still open for the 2022-2023 school year! If 
you would like to request that your student attend a school other than the attendance  
area for your address, please do so immediately. Parents are notified of their status within 
one week. Choice forms are available on the HSD2 website, at your campus or in the Student 
Support office at the District Administration Building.    

• Kindergarten Sneak Peek & Registration is the week of March 7– 11, with a kindergarten sneak 
peek video available via the elementary school’s website. Watch for an opportunity to       
interact with the school to learn more about Kindergarten! Your child must be 5 years old by 
October 1, 2022, to attend Kindergarten next year. If you know where you wish to send your 
incoming kindergarten student, you may register them now at the District office.  

     Questions? Call Student Support at 719-579-2554.  
 

Esquina de Noticias del Distrito   
• El Título IX es una ley federal de derechos civiles que prohíbe la discriminación basada en el 

género de sexo con programas y actividades educativas. Las escuelas públicas que reciben 
fondos federales deben cumplir con el Título IX. Todos los estudiantes y el personal están 
protegidos por la legislación del Título IX. HSD2 tiene una representante para preguntas o 
preocupaciones acerca de este programa federal:   

  
 Pamela Aragon  

Director of Human Capital  
1060 Harrison Road  
Colorado Springs, CO 80905  
(719) 579-2023 Oficina  
   

• El periodo de Elección Escolar (School Choice) y de Inscripción Abierta (Open Enrollment) 
todavía está abierta para el año escolar 2022 – 2023. Se les informara a los padres si su   
solicitación es aceptada o no dentro de una semana. Los formularios de solicitación están 
disponibles en el sitio web de HSD2, en su plantel o en la Oficina de Apoyo de Estudiantes 
(Student Support Office) en el edificio de administración del Distrito 2 De Harrison.   

• la Inscripción y un Vistazo al Kinder  
     7-11 de marzo de 2022.   
     Visite www.hsd2.org para encontrar la escuela de su vecindario. Si desea visitar escuelas    
     adicionales, comuníquese con cada escuela para programar una cita.   

http://www.hsd2.org/

